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COVID-19 Surge & Fatigue   

The recent surge in COVID-19 cases serves as a wake-up call 

that the pandemic has not abated.  As voters prepare to go to 

the ballot box next Tuesday, more than 220,000 Ohioans have 

tested positive for the virus.   

Nationwide, nearly 60,000 new cases are reported every day.   If you don’t know someone 

who has tested positive, it should not give you a false sense that you are at lesser risk of 

contracting the deadly virus.  The facts are: 

 There still is no cure or vaccine for the coronavirus. 

 Social distancing won’t be as effective as the fall and winter weather drives more 
people indoors. 

 The cold, dry air of late fall and winter facilitates the spread of the coronavirus. 

It’s true that as doctors learned more about the coronavirus and treatment methods 
improved, the death rate in the U.S. has dropped.  That should not lull anyone into 
believing they are less susceptible to COVID-19.    

Pandemic fatigue is real.  It is draining to stay on high alert.  But “community spread” is 
also real.  Please do not let your guard down.  It is more important than ever to 
strengthen our resolve to follow all prevention measures to stop the spread.  

Last summer, the City enforced safety precautions that enabled us to offer limited 
programs and partially open facilities.  

Because of this, I have decided to move forward with our previously announced plans to 
reopen the Fieldhouse next Monday, November 1, partially.  The Civic Center will start the 
next phase or reopening on Monday, November 9.  You can find more information in the 
November Community Spotlight and on the website.  

All safety precautions and protocols will be strictly enforced at all City facilities at all 
times.  
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Coronavirus and Crime 

Independence is not immune to the spikes in crime in 

northeast Ohio and across the country. Recent studies 

have drawn connections between the stresses associated 

with COVID-19 and increased crime.  

Last weekend, a man was held-up at gunpoint outside a 

Rockside Road restaurant.  The criminal stole the man's 

cellphone and car.  Thankfully, the victim was not injured, 

and the car was recovered within 24-hours.   

Months ago, Independence Police initiated numerous procedural and tactical initiatives to 

combat the surge in criminal activity.  They have been concentrating patrol efforts in the 

Rockside Road. area during peak activity hours.   

On Sunday, when the armed-robbery occurred, Officer Waidley was on scene almost 

immediately.  He received the call while on patrol at a nearby hotel.  

This is an unfortunate "case-and-point" for my goal of establishing a Police Department 

facility on Rockside Road.  As Mayor, my job is to manage our limited resources to 

protect our residents, businesses, and visitors' health and welfare.  The reality is that the 

urgent response to the pandemic slowed the planning needed to build a permanent, 

highly-visible Police facility on Rockside Road.  The delay has not diminished my 

commitment to improving safety in our community.  

Currently, we are upgrading the Crown Plaza surveillance camera that will have enhanced 

night vision capabilities and better resolution than the current camera.  Additionally, the 

Police Department is evaluating staffing issues and believes new hires will provide some 

patrol flexibility to conduct more aggressive enforcement details. 

Neighborhood car thefts are also up in many communities. Experts say people leave their 

vehicles unlocked and unattended longer because many are working from home.    

As Chief Kilbane and I have said before:  ALWAYS LOCK YOUR CAR, even in your 

driveway or when parked on the street. 

 

Thank You & Congratulations 

 

I was proud to join Finance Director Vern Blaze in 

presenting Fire Chief Rega and Assistant Chief 

Wheeler the “2020 Budget Presentation Award” on 

Tuesday.  

Every year, Chief Rega and his team submit a 

meticulously prepared budget proposal for the 

next fiscal year.   

 



The Finance Department wanted to acknowledge their consistently comprehensive 

approach to the time-consuming and sometimes tedious budgeting task.  Each expense 

category is backed up with details, rationale, and understandable justifications to 

eliminate any “guesswork.” 

The Fire Department’s mission is to provide fire protection, rescue, and paramedic 

services for our residents and businesses.  We are fortunate to have a management team 

that stays on top of their operations, is mindful of spending taxpayers’ money, and has 

set a high standard and model for other department directors to emulate. 

Thank you, Chief Rega and Assistant Chief Wheeler, for all your hard work and 

dedication, and congratulations on this well-deserved recognition. 

   

 

Election 2020   

On Tuesday, November 3, polls at the Civic Center will be open 

from 6:30 AM – 7:30 PM.  All necessary health precautions will 

be in place.   

If you requested a mail-in ballot, your ballot must be 

postmarked by Monday, November 2, 2020 and received no later 

than Friday, November 13, 2020. You may drop-off your ballot in 

the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections dropbox until 7:30 PM on Tuesday, November 3, 

2020.    

Also, you can vote early and in-person at the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections, 2925 

Euclid Avenue, this Saturday, Sunday and Monday:    

Saturday, October 31  8 AM - 4 PM  

Sunday, November 1 1 PM - 5 PM 

Monday, November 2 8 AM - 2 PM 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1, at 2 AM.   

It marks the time when clocks "fall back," and we gain an extra 

hour of sleep.  

Remember to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday 

night.  Also, please replace the batteries in all the smoke and 

CO2 detectors in your home.  

 

 

 



2020 Holiday Events  

 

The City of Independence is changing our annual 

Christmas events to bring together our community to 

celebrate the holiday season safely.  

Residents are invited to be part of this year’s drive-

thru Parade of Lights and Holiday Tree Lighting 

on Saturday, December 5, 2020, from 6 – 7:30 

PM.  This year the celebration will take place outside 

the Civic Center.    

Families interested in decorating their cars and 

participating in the parade and/or attending the 

tree lighting must pre-register by calling the Recreation Department at 216-524-

3262 or the Community Services Department at 216-524-7373.   

The City is also selling custom-designed, keepsake holiday ornaments for $5.  You 

can find more information about the holiday events in the November 

Independence Post.    

 

Veterans Day Drive-Thru Lunch 

On behalf of the City of Independence, I want to 

extend a special invitation to residents who are 

veterans or currently serving in the Armed Forces 

to a “Drive-Thru” lunch on Thursday, November 

12, from Noon to 1 PM.    

There will be curbside pickup at the Civic Center 

from noon to 1 PM. The free lunch will be 

available only for those with reservations.   Please 

call 216-524-7373 by November 5th to reserve a 

lunch.    

I want to thank the Vodrazka Funeral Home for 

generously sponsoring the Veterans Day 

luncheons year after year.  

We must never forget to thank all who bravely 

served to defend America’s freedom and the 

support and sacrifice of their families.   

 

 



I-Pride Week 

It was I-Pride Week at Independence Primary School.  Teachers and students planned 

activities to end the first academic quarter on a positive note.  After Care Counselors 

presented programs to help students focus on positive character traits such as kindness, 

compassion, happiness, and uniqueness.  

Monday  Favorite Disney Character  Wednesday Indy Gear 

Tuesday  Favorite Sports Team   Thursday  beYOUnique Wacky Wear 

Friday  Halloween costumes 

 

 

 

Happy Halloween! 

 
If someone forwarded this to you and you would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update 

every Friday, please send your email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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